
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

  
 

 

What to consider when placing this design in 
Landscape 

A thick boundary hedge system can play a crucial role in limiting 
nose to nose contact of livestock across farm holdings. This is 
particularly important for livestock farmers in areas of high TB risk. 
For arable farmers a thick boundary hedge will provide more 
favourable growing conditions, by reducing wind speeds. This also 
positively reduces soil erosion risk. 

 

Healthy biodiversity plays an important role in all agricultural systems. 
Functional ecosystems offer farms many benefits including pest 
predation, increased pollination, Increased water infiltration and 
healthier livestock. For these ecosystem services to be most effective 
they need to be encouraged around the farm and out into the fields. 
Most farmers can show an area of their farm that has increased 
biodiversity levels, the inclusion of and hedges management plays a 
crucial role in moving biodiversity around the farm. 

Design Layer Example Species  Planting distance 
Hedging species Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) Holly (Ilex aquafolium), 

Hazel (Corylus avellana), Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), Sea 
Buckthorn (Hippophae rhamnoides), Elder (Sambucus 
nigra), 

Hedging whips planted at 30cm spaces 

Hedge row Trees Oak (Quercus , Alder (Alnus glutinosa), Willow, Poplar, 
Lime, Alder (Alnus glutinosa), Willow Spp. (Salix sp.) Field 
Maple (Acer campestre), Wild Pear (Pyrus communis), Crab 
Apple (Malus Sylvestris)  

Ideally hedgerow Trees at 20-meter intervals 

 


